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ADVANCED COURSES 


The plan for the advanced courses for this year involved 
throwing the instructional work into a three-month period, be- 
ginning January 5, 1920. The number of class meetings and 
the amount of study is the same as in former years, and the new 
plan makes possible undivided attention to classes for the period 
in question. The courses offered are as follows: 


Advanced administration - - - - - Various speakers 
Advanced cataloguing - - - - - Miss Margaret Mann 
Advanced reference work - - - - - Miss-I. G. Mudge 


Bibliographical problems, under direction of Miss Margaret Jackson 
Book selection | - - - - - - - Various speakers 


Children’s work and literature, 
Miss A. C. Moore, Miss Alice Jordan, and others 


Currents events - - Under direction of Miss Margaret Jackson 
Government documents - - - - - - Mr. E. J. Reece 
Library and community - - - - - Mr. F. W. Jenkins 
Materials and artistic side of book-making - Various speakers 
Practical work - - - Under direction of Miss Edith Tiemann 
School libraries - - . - - - - Various speakers 
Special libraries - - - - - - - Various speakers 


Vertical filing in relation to library work - - - : = 
Various speakers, demonstrating the files and libraries visited 


Those desiring to qualify for the diploma elect twelve of the 
above courses, or their equivalent. 
[9] 
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OPEN COURSES 


In planning the advanced courses for 1919-20, the Faculty 
decided to admit to certain of them, with the status of auditors, 
library workers whose experience and qualifications were such as 
to enable them to profit by this. It was thought probable that 
sufficient demand for such a thing existed to make the experi- 
ment worth while, and that many librarians would welcome the 
opportunity, after years of service, to renew their contact with 
the workers in such a library center as New York. Accordingly 
announcement was made that there would be open to librarians 
of adequate experience the courses in Advanced Administration, 
Advanced Reference Work, Book Selection, Children’s work and 
literature, Current events, Library and community, Materials and 
artistic side of book-making, School libraries, Special libraries, and 
Vertical filing. The integrity of the advanced work proper has 
been safeguarded by a careful scrutiny of the qualifications of 
candidates for the open courses, and by the fact that advanced 
students, as distinguished from auditors, are given study assign- 
ments, will stand for examinations or their equivalent in problem 
work, and will be entitled to the recommendation of the’ school. 

In round numbers the attendance at the open courses is 150. 
Of these, 12 come from a distance, including 2 from the Pacific 
Coast; 70 come from libraries in and about New York, exclusive 
of The New York Public Library, this group embracing those 
who come from points as far away as Poughkeepsie on the north 
and East Hampton on Long Island; while about 70 are members 
of the staff of The New York Public Library. 

- Of the open courses one, namely, the Thursday evening 
series on book selection, is open to all who are interested, regard- 
less of their library connection and experience. Cards of invi- 
tation were sent to a large mailing list of persons in the New 
York district, and a letter of announcement, signed by Mr. 
Anderson, was addressed to the heads of various local publishing 
houses. ‘The result has been splendid audiences, including, 
besides the registered open-course students, members of the staff 
of The New York Public Library and of other local libraries, stu- 
dents from the Library School and from Pratt Institute School of 
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Library Science, and representatives of publishing houses and 
book stores. At each meeting there has been a small exhibit of 
bibliographical material related to the topic under discussion. 
The programme is as follows: 


January &. 


January~> 15, 
sanvary 22. 


January 29. 


February 5. 


February 12. 


“Forty Years of Publishing.’ Mr. W. W. Ellsworth, author of 
“A Golden Age of Authors,” and long associated with the 
Century Co. 


Drama. Dr. S, Marion Tucker, president of the New York 
Drama League. 


Poetry. Miss Jessie B Rittenhouse, editor of “The Little Book 
of Modern Verse,” etc. 


History and travel. Miss Josephine Adams Rathbone, vice- 
director, Pratt Institute School of Library Science, and 
editor of the A. L. A. publication “Viewpoints of Travel.” 

Fiction. Discussion led by Mr. F. W. Melcher, of The Publishers’ 
Weekly, assisted by Mr. E. L. Pearson of The New York 
Public Library, and others. 


No meeting on account of Lincoln’s Birthday. 


Books for new Americans and foreigners, Discussion led by Mr. 
John Foster Carr, of the Immigrant Publication Society. 


Miss Mary Ogden White, 


February 19, 


February 26. Some phases of European literature. 


lecturer and reviewer. 


Book reviews and book reviewers. Dr. Wilbur L. Cross, editor 


March 4. 
Yale Review. 


March 11. Sociology and economics. Miss Corinne Bacon, editor of the 
“Standard Catalog” series, and lecturer on Book Selection 


in the Library School of the New York Public Library. 


Biography. Discussion led by Mr. Edmund Lester Pearson, of 
New York Public Library, and author of “The Believing 
Years,” etc, 


March 18. 


March 25. Books for children. Miss Annie Carroll Moore, supervisor of 


work with children in The New York Public Library. 


Miss Margaret Jackson, of the Library School Faculty, has 
developed the new plan for the advanced courses, and is in charge 
both of these and of the open courses. 


BE AN ENLISTMENT OFFICER 


The shortage of workers in the library field at large seems to 
be becoming more rather than less acute. Demands for assist- 
ants have come to all library schools in recent months in much 
greater number than could be filled from the supply of workers 
available. In many cases there is no one in sight even at sal- 
aries which a year or two ago librarians would have considered 


12 THE, NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 


most unusual. The drawing off of library workers into govern- 
ment and business activities, together with the decrease of the 
number of applicants for library training, has reduced so seriously 
the lists of available people that scores of libraries are working 
short-handed, with the result that standards of service are 
seriously menaced. ‘The library schools are exerting new efforts 
with the view to interesting applicants, one of which, on the part 
of our own school, is the sending of “stories” regarding library 
work and training to about 125 college newspapers in the hope 
that some of the papers may print the stories in the course of the 
winter. The alumni of the University of Washington Library 
School have issued a recruiting pamphlet entitled “A Call to 
Librarianship.” Mr. F. K.. Walter, formerly Vice-Director of 
the New York State Library School and now in charge of the 
library of the General Motors Corporation, of Detroit, is revising 
Miss Plummer’s chapter in the Manual of Library Economy 
entitled “Training for Librarianship.” The Association of 
American Library Schools is contemplating a number of pub- 
licity measures. The Director of the Enlarged Programme of 
the American Library Association has solicited from various 
quarters suggestions as to means by which the interest of young 
people in library training can be stimulated, and has under con- 
sideration the inclusion of the proposals submitted in the publicity 
plans which he and his assistants are working out. 

Everything that can be contributed by the alumni of the 
library school toward the stimulation of recruiting is a gain not 
only to the school but to the profession at large. It is clear that 
the grade of library work at which libraries have for years been 
aiming cannot be attained unless there is an access of workers 
to the ranks. Every expansion of activity, including that pro- 
jected by the Committee on Enlarged Programme of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, emphasizes the need of larger numbers. 
While the library profession cannot expect to escape at once 
from the prevailing general shortage of workers, it is important 
that it be alert to secure its share of recruits, and to see to it 
that the shortage is not accentuated through lack of aggressive 
effort. The alumni are urged to make library training and work 
known to all possible prospects. Certainly one of the things 
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that is needed is the spread of information about library work 
among young men and women who are soon to be choosing their 
vocations. Experience shows that in the matter of recruiting, 
libraries and librarians are far more effective than advertising in 
the usual sense of the term. A word from a person who repre- 
sents a profession counts vastly more than a magazine adver- 
Moement, a pamphlet or circular, or even a hewspaper “story.” 
The essential thing is that library workers and particularly the 
graduates of library schools pass the word along and back up 
the publicity work which is being attempted by the schools and 
may later be developed by the American Library Association. 

Concretely, the School suggests that the alumni keep on hand 
copies of our own School circular for distribution to inquirers; 
that they write to the School for copies of the “stories” printed 
for newspaper distribution, providing they have reason to think 
they can get these stories published in college or local papers; 
that those who are in position to do so put notices upon public 
bulletin boards in their libraries and in neighboring libraries, 
calling attention to the possibilities of library work and training 
and directing enquirers to themselves for information as to 
where training may be secured; and that they seek opportunities 
to present the subject to gatherings of young people who are 
eligible for library training in their communities. The recruit- 
ing months are at hand, and our own School, like others, urgently 
needs a large list of applicants from which to make up its class 
for 1920-21. 


ALUMNI ACTIVITIES 


The December Twelfth Night gathering of the local Alumni 
was held in the new staff rooms at the Central Building, and took 
the form of a Christmas party and reception to the members of 
the entering class at the School. A Christmas tree was one of 
the features of the evening. Prizes from it were awarded to the 
winners of a drawing competition, and later gifts were distributed 
to all members of the regular class. 

Below is published an excerpt from a letter received by Miss 
Janet Melvain, Chairman of the Alumni Council, from Miss 
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Mabel Abbott, one of the regional heads of the Alumni Associa- 
tion, in which Miss Abbott expresses the approval of the Wash- 
ington and Oregon members of the Association with reference 
to the work projected by.the Council. This work contemplates 
plans which promise to be of great assistance to the Alumni and 
to the School, and which involve the gathering of information 
relative to professional conditions. The status of libraries in 
various communities, living conditions in those communities, and 
the salaries received by library workers, are among the subjects 
to be investigated. [These matters are of vital importance to 
the entire body of alumni, and data regarding them must be at 
hand if the alumni and the school are to work together with a 
view to mutual advancement. The plan of activity and enquiry 
which the Council proposes will mean some work on the part of 
the Alumni Association, but it will be many times worth what it 
costs in effort. The paragraphs from Miss Abbotts letter 
follow: 

“We heartily approve the idea of the Council in gathering information to benefit 
those seeking positions in new fields, and have one or two suggestions to make: We 
feel strongly that there should be some uniformity in the tabulation of the informa- 
tion obtained, and urge the Council to decide on a form, and send us an outline of 
the points to be covered. We suggest that the alumni of the larger libraries, like 
that of Seattle, act as a reception committee to alumni coming to take new positions. 
Seattle is likely to have a few graduates of our School every year, and it would be 


helpful to the new people to meet alumni here right away who could assist them in 
finding places to live, etc.” 


The questionnaire which the Council has in preparation will 
be in the hands of the regional heads by the end of February, and 
replies are asked for by the end of March. The Faculty is eager 
for the success of the Council’s plans, and is putting the resources 
of the School at its disposal wherever that is possible. 


VISITING LECTURERS 


Since the last writing the regular students have as a part of 
the course in administration heard lectures by Mr. Frederick 
Goodell, who has been in charge of the Library War Service in 
the Newport News District, and who described his work; by Mr. 
Arthur Freeman, president of the Einson Litho Company, New 
York; and by Mr. Charles H. Compton, of the staff of the En- 
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larged Programme of the American Library Association, who 
discussed library advertising; by Mr. Carl H. Milam, Director of 
the Enlarged Programme of the American Library Association, 
who gave an account of the Library War Service; by Dr. Arthur 
E. Bostwick, Librarian of the St. Louis Public Library, who spoke 
upon the topic “School Libraries and Mental Training; and 
by Mr. W. O. Carson, Inspector of Public Libraries in the 
Province of Ontario, who told of the libraries and library con- 
ditions in Ontario, and of his own work there. Mr. Bostwick 
came to the east to lecture upon the invitation of six library 
schools and of the Massachusetts Library Club, while Mr. Carson 
made a somewhat similar tour, according to an arrangement in 
which four library schools participated. 


THE WEEKLY SOCIAL HOUR 


The Wednesday afternoon readings and teas, begun in the 
fall under the direction of a committee consisting of Miss Sutliff 
and Miss Jackson, have proved: interesting and have drawn an 
attendance including many of the local alumni and members of 
the staffs of The New York Public Library and of neighboring 
libraries. Those who have entertained so far are Miss Sutliff, 
Mr. E. L. Pearson, Miss Marian Greene, Mr. LeRoy Jeitfers, 
Mrs. D. Putnam Brinley, Miss Alice C. Chandler, Miss Anna 
Shaw, Mr. Clement Wood, Miss Mary K. Reely, Miss Anna 
Hempstead Branch, Miss Mary Saxe, Mr. Robert Gilbert Welsh 
and Mr. Robert Cortes Holiday. The meetings will be resumed 
after the practical work period, beginning March 10, and all who 
can do so are invited to be present as occasion permits. 


EXAMINATIONS AND FIELD WORK 


Examinations for the first semester of 1920 took place on 
February 5th, 6th, and 7th. The four-week period of field work 
opened on Monday, February 9, and will continue through Sat- 
urday, March 6. The examination and field schedules have been 
somewhat broken into by reason of the illness of a number of 
sttidents, which, although not in any case serious, has necessitated 
numerous readjustments. 
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THE YEARBOOK 


The junior students have in preparation a yearbook, which 
promises to be issued in attractive form and which will probably 
be ready for distribution about the middle of May. Among its 
features will be contributions from alumni. The price will be 
25 cents per copy, and orders may be sent to Mr. L. H. Bolander, 
in care of the Library school: 


APPOINTMENTS AND PERSONAL NOTES 
(Reported August 15, 1919-—February 15, 1920) 
Abbott, Mabel Louise, 1911-14. Assistant, Library of the Montana College of Agri- 
culture and Mechanic Arts, Bozeman. 


Anderson, Rachel Rhoades, 1916-17. Manager, Bibliographical Branch, Research 
and Library Department, Interchurch World Movement, New York City. 


Barton, M. Elaine, 1917-18. File clerk, U. S. Camp Supply Office, Camp Mercedes, 
Texas. 

Bemis, Alice Roseline, 1918-19. Librarian, Scarborough School, Scarborough-on- 
Hudson, New York. 


Bertemy, Laura Marie Jeanne, 1912-14, 1916-18. Library assistant, Eastern District 
High School, Brooklyn, New York. 


Boardman, Marguerite, 1915-17. Assistant, Stuyvesant High School Library, New 
York City. 
Brooker, Rosalie Alice, 1917-19. Librarian, Alta Branch, Cleveland Public Library. 


Calfee, Margaret Evelyn, 1914-16. Librarian, Ensley Branch and Supervisor of high 
school libraries, Birmingham (Ala.) Public Library. 


Clizbee, Azalea, 1912-14, 1915-16. Cataloguer, American Art Galleries, New York 
City. 

Crowell, Edith Hall, 1911-13. Engaged in survey work, Employment department, 
Yeavys hock, New York City. 


Davis, Letty Lucile, 1912-14. Librarian, Arbor Press, New York City. 


DeLeon, Florence, 1916-18. Head of Catalogue department, Rosenberg Library, Gal- 
veston, Texas. 

Dickey, Philena Augusta, 1914-16. Librarian, Sinclair Consolidated Petroleum Cor- 
poration, New York City. 


Duncan, Eleanor ffolliott, 1916-18. Acting managing editor Library Journal since 
spring of 1919, now appointed managing editor. ' 


Engell, Jennie C., 1914-16. Librarian, Panama Canal Library, Balboa Heights, Canal 
Zone. 


Ewing, Ellen Willson, 1912-13. Assistant, Hampton Institute Library, Hampton, Va. 


Gantt, Edith, 1916-18. Librarian, Pocatello (Idaho) Public Library. 
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Gearhart, Edna Bonham, 1913-15. Assistant, Research Division, American City Bu- 
reau, New York City. 


Greene, Marian Postlethwaite, 1912-14. Children’s librarian, Morrisania Branch, 
The New York Public Library, returned from France after service of a year 
and a half in Red Cross reconstruction work. 


Hardy, Anna Marie, 1912-14. Reference librarian, Spokane (Wash.) Public Library. 


Holt, Sigrid Charlotte, 1916-17. Associated with the Educational Extension Depart- 
ment, ¥: M: C. A., New York City. 


Howe, Mabel Almy, 1915-17. Assistant, Greenwich (Conn.) Public Library. 


James, Margaret Brock, 1917-19. Librarian, Townsend Harris Hall, College of the 
City of New York. 


Johnson, Mildred Noe, 1918-19. Acting editor, Public Affairs Information Service, 
New York City. 


Kelliher, Mrs. Caroline Louise Bristol, 1911-13. Municipal reference librarian, Li- 
brary Association, Portland, Oregon; was married October 11, 1919, to Mr. J. C. 
Sigrist, and is continuing in her position. 


Klingelhoeffer, Hedwig, 1912-13. Cataloguer, Panama Canal Library, Balboa 
Heights, Canal Zone. 


McCombs, Nelson Wilbur, 1917-19. Librarian, Federal Reserve Board Library, 
Washington, D. C. 


McDonald, Lurene, 1916-18. Librarian, New School for Social Research, New York 
City. 


Newberry, Marie Amna, 1911-13. Supervisor of Training, Toledo Public Library. 


O’Connor, Alice Keats, 1911-13. Children’s librarian, Seward Park Branch, The 
New York Public Library, after 18 months’ service in France with the 
emis CA. 


Olmsted, Gertrude, 1912-13. Cataloguer, New York Genealogical and Biographical 
Society, New York City. 
Olschewsky, Johanna Louise, 1914-16. Assistant librarian, the Red Cross Institute 


for Crippled and Disabled Men, New York City, since July 1, 1918, now ap- 
pointed Librarian. 


Osborn, Mary Louisa, 1913-15. With the information service of the Cheney Silk 
Company, New York City. 


Patton, Anne Lucile, 1915-16. Married August 18, 1919, to Mr. George David Pier- 
son. Address, 1907 West 2d Street, Duluth, Minn. 


Pritchard, Martha Caroline, 1912-14. Librarian, Massachusetts State Normal School, 
Bridgewater, on leave for a year’s study at Teachers College, New York City. 


Rackstraw, Elsie, 1917-19. Cataloguer, Federal Reserve Board Library, Washing- 
fons F.C 


aheden Gertrude, 1917-19. Librarian, High school branch, roe du Lae 
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Public Library. 


Rupp, Alice Frederica, 1913-15. Assistant, Survey department of the evening st, 
New York City. Bi 


Shaw. Marian, 1916-18. Librarian, School of Forestry iba Yale Univers om 


Spaulding, Forrest Brisbine, 1912-14. In charge of work for the Merchant 
the Coast Guard, and the Lighthouse service under Se Hb War Sb 7 


Thomson, rats 1918-19. Mata ee iy Cleveland Public Library. : 
on 

Jae 

hla Dorothy, 1916-17. Librarian, American Milk eps . Company, New Yi ork 

ity. 
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